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themselves against reality by repudiating it. The fundamental
thing, however, and the criterion of all later capacity for adapta-
tion to reality, is the degree in which they are able to tolerate the
deprivations that result from the Oedipus situation. Hence, even
in little children, an exaggerated repudiation of reality (often dis-
guised under an apparent'adaptability' and 'docility') is an indica-
tion of neurosis and differs from the flight from reality of adult
neurotics only in the forms in which it manifests itself. Even in
the analysis of young children, therefore, one of the final results to
be attained is successful adaptation to reality. One way in which
this shows itself in children is in the modification of the difficulties
encountered in their education. In other words, such children
have become capable of tolerating real deprivations.
We can observe that children often show, as early as the begin-
ning of their second year, a marked preference for the parent of the
opposite sex and other indications of incipient Oedipus tendencies.
When the ensuing conflicts begin, that is, at what point the child
actually becomes dominated by the Oedipus complex, is less clear;
for we infer its existence only from certain changes which we
notice in the child.
The analysis of one child of two years and nine months, another
of three years and a quarter, and several children of about four
years old, has led me to conclude that, in them, the Oedipus
complex exercised a powerful influence as early as their second
year.1 I will illustrate this from the development of a little
patient. Rita showed a preference for her mother up to the
1 With this conclusion is very closely connected a second, which I can only indicate
here.
In a number of children's analyses I discovered that the little girl's choice of the
father as love-object ensued on weaning. This deprivation, which is followed by
the training in cleanliness (a process which presents itself to the child as a new and
grievous withdrawal of love), loosens the bond to the mother and brings into operation
the heterosexual attraction, reinforced by the father's caresses, which are now construed
as a seduction. As a love-object the father, too, subserves in the first instance the
purpose of oral gratification. In the paper which I read at the Salzburg Congress
in April, 1924, I gave examples to show that children at first conceive of, and desire,
coitus as an oral act.
I think that the effect of these deprivations on the development of the Oedipus
complex in boys is at once inhibitory and promotive. The inhibitory effect of these
traumas is seen in the fact that it is they to which the boy subsequently reverts when-
ever he tries to escape from his mother-fixation and which reinforce his inverted
Oedipus attitude. The circumstance that these traumas, which pave the way for the
castration complex, proceed from the mother is also, as I have seen, the reason why
in both sexes it is the mother who in the deepest strata of the unconscious is specially
dreaded as castrator.
On the other hand, however, the oral and anal deprivation of love appears to
promote the development of the Oedipus situation in boys, for it compels them to
change their libido-position and to desire the mother as a genital love-object.
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